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238 Foreign Intelligence. 

Canada Life Assurance Company. — At the fifth annual general meeting 
of the shareholders of this Company, held at Hamilton, in the offices of the 
Company, on Tuesday, the 3rd day of August, 1852, a report was pre- 
sented for the year ending the 30th of April, 1852. 

The number of policies issued was 213, assuring £97,324. 17*. bd., 
and creating an additional income of £2,775. 19*. 2d. 

The business actually in force at the close of the fifth year (all policies 
upon which renewal payments were in arrear having been cancelled) was 
comprised in 768 policies, assuring £326,575. 19*. lOd. upon 679 lives, 
and two annuity bonds, securing £162 ; the whole yielding an income of 
£9,112. 8*. 10d. from premiums alone. 

The receipts of the Company during the period embraced in this report 
have been — 

£. s. d. 
Premiums on 197 new policies taken up, and renewals .. 9,385 15 4 

Annuities 87 6 4 

Received for accumulation 159 11 11 

Interest on investments 1,649 18 5 

Entrance fees 26 17 6 

Policy fees, fines, &c 71 17 2 

Premium of reassurance refunded 5 10 5 

£11,386 17 1 
Add balance on hand, per statement on 30th April, 1851 ... 18,132 9 10 

.£29,519 6 11 

The expenditure for the same period has been — 

£. i. d. 

Expense account, as per statement in detail 2,395 15 4 

Reassurance 44 2 10 

Claims paid (3) 2,348 5 7 

Annuities (1) 62 

Deposits withdrawn 92 16 3 

Interest paid on deposits 162 12 7 

Mutual branch profits, paid in cash or diminution of premium 117 6 9 

Premiums on policies discontinued — written off 389 17 9 

Entrance fee and interest refunded 14 1 

£5,613 11 2 
Leaving a balance of 23,905 15 9 

£29,519 6 11 . 

Distributed as follows : — 

£. s. d. £. s. d. 

Cash at bankers 2,131 17 4 

„ agencies , . . 585 10 11 

2,717 8 3 

Investments as detailed in the abstract statement, the par 

value being £17,881. Is. 8d 15,568 7 9 

Interest on the above to 30th April, 1852 248 2 

Half yearly payments, &c. for which credit has been given, 

secured on the policies 4,446 16 11 

Real estate 782 19 4 

Office furniture 142 1 6 

£23,905 15 9 

Claims during the year have resulted from the deaths of nine members, 
assured under ten policies, amounting to £5,623. 12*. In the amount of 
claims (£5,623. 12*.), but not in their number, the tabular expectation of 



Foreign Intelligence. 239 

the year has been exceeded; nevertheless, the precautionary method adopted 
in former years of setting apart yearly the mathematical value of the risk 
rnn, has enabled the Company to meet these claims without in the slightest 
degree interfering with the profits of the year. The sum thus set apart 
had, on the 30th of April ultimo, reached £10,969. 4*. 2d., while the 
payments for claims in the five years amounted to £4,298. 5*. Id., leaving 
a balance available of £6,670. 18*. Id., from which an ascertained liability 
of £3,275. 6*. hd. has been since nearly discharged; the surplus of 
£3,395. 12s. 2d. yet remaining at the credit of this fund to aid in meeting 
any future excess of mortality over the tabular risk. 

The result of a most careful valuation shows that the reserve, or 
increased value of policies in force, was £7,559. 3*. 5c?., the sum which, 
with the net premiums, will enable the Company to liquidate every claim 
upon its funds as it may be expected to mature. 

The proportion of these separate funds, namely, the reserve for the 
increased value of the policies, £7,559. 3s. bd., and the reserve for risk 
run, £6,670. 18s. Id., which is chargeable against the assured in the 
mutual branch, is £10,856. 18s. 2d.; the amount of accumulated pre- 
miums with the due share of interest, less the proportion of expense, at 
the credit of the same account, is £13,064. 15s. 5d.; the difference, 
£2,207. 17s. 3«?., being the gross profit upon the business in this branch. 
From this sum the board have declared a dividend to the assured of the 
first four years on the mutual branch, whose policies may continue in force 
at this date, amounting to 15 per cent, upon the premiums received from 
them in the year ending the 30th April, 1851. The interest on the paid 
up capital, and the proportion of profit realized for the shareholders, have 
enabled the board to declare a dividend of 35s. per share, which they have 
again added to the paid up stock, considering the payment of a cash divi- 
dend still unadvisable; a small balance of £25. lis. 2d. remains at their 
credit undivided. 

The various statements required by the charter are also submitted 
herewith. That of assets and liabilities, showing the large surplus of 
£39,959. 18s. 8d. in favour of the Company, must not pass without cau- 
tionary remark. The value of the income from premiums is there neces- 
sarily calculated upon the full sum payable by the assured; but as it is 
optional with every member to discontinue his policy, and thus diminish 
the surplus, and as the future expenses of management in respect to present 
business have also to be provided for, this large apparent profit may be 
regarded as far exceeding the profit actually realized. 

During the year, in connection with the Company only so far as the 
rates are concerned, a Society has been formed for the purpose of bringing 
life assurance more immediately under the notice of the working classes, 
and of extending its practice by the single payment system. With this 
object in view, the Hamilton Life Assurance Savings' Fund Society was 
established, on principles somewhat similar to those which govern the 
operations of Building Societies, a policy of assurance being the security 
which the Society retains for the money advanced, in place of a mortgage 
on property. To the 30th April ultimo, the sum of £75 had been 
advanced to the Life Assurance Company by this Society, in the purchase 
of policies of assurance on the lives of three of its members; and for each 
100 shares subscribed in this or any other similar Society, one policy per 
month can be secured. 



240 Foreign Intelligence. 

The board of directors have also, with a view of encouraging the prac- 
tice of life assurance among all classes of society, sanctioned the issue of 
policies as low in amount as £25, on the scale of non-participation; their 
limit on the other extreme remaining at £1,500 on a single life. They, 
however, have in contemplation an increase of that limit to £2,000 — the 
present position of the Company, its revenue and invested means, and the 
number of its assured members, fully warranting them in making such an 
extension. During the past year a few proposals for assurance have been 
accepted, exceeding in amount £1,500, and the excess has been written 
off in another Company. 

In annuities the business of the Company had not augmented to the 
30th April. This branch of the Company's business cannot be expected 
to increase very rapidly, as the rates offered are necessarily at the younger 
ages but little above the rates at present attainable on investments, the 
Company being compelled, in calculating them, to protect itself from the dis- 
astrous results of basing long pending contracts upon a temporary or 
uncertain rate of interest. It is the intention of the board, however, to 
bring a system of deferred annuities before the public, which, while answer- 
ing many of the purposes of Benefit Societies, will, from its mathematical 
foundation, offer the utmost security, and thus prove of more lasting benefit 
to the classes of which those Societies are composed. 

The board of directors have not deemed it conducive to the welfare of 
the Company to increase its operations by issuing policies on the lives of 
parties en route to California, although solicitations to do so have been 
numerous; for they feel, that while so much uncertainty exists in regard to 
the value of life there, it would be imprudent to extend its business in that 
direction. Neither do the board wish to encourage the issue of policies on 
the lives of parties going to the gold regions of Australia — the unsettled 
state of society there, and other circumstances, rendering, in their opinion, 
such risks at present undesirable. Such, however, of the assured as pur- 
pose to remove to Australia can do so on payment of a small extra fee for 
the voyage. 

The thanks of the shareholders were voted to the president and direc- 
tors, for their unwearied attention and zeal in promoting the interests of 
the Company; and the sum of £260 was placed at the disposal of the 
directors, to remunerate them in a slight degree for the attention it is 
assumed they will continue to give to the interests of the shareholders and 
the assured. 

General Abstract. 

Liabilities. £. s. d. 

To 6$ per cent, paid on capital stock of £50,000 3,250 

To balance of moneys lodged for accumulation, with, interest to 

30th April, 1852 3,105 14 11 

To claims matured in course of settlement 3,275 6 5 

To present value of capital sums assured under 746 policies for 

life, including vested additions, say £321,523. 19s. lOrf. 81,035 14 5 

To present value of capital sums assured under 22 policies for 

a limited period, say £5,052 845 5 3 

To present value of one life annuity £62 ) , .-„ , , „ 

To present value of one deferred do. . . - £100 $ ' 

£92,988 15 
To balance, being surplus 39,959 18 8 

£132,948 13 8 
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£. s. d. 

By cash at bankers .....£2,13117 4) „-,» „ „ 

By cash in agents' hands ..£586 10 11) i ' ti 

By Bank stock, at par value 210 

By mortgages on real estate, par value 2,445 1 6 

By Municipal Corporation debentures, do. do 14,725 10 2 

By Provincial Government debenture 25 

By terminable annuity, secured on real estate, present value . . 322 1 5 

By bills receivable 153 8 7 

By interest to 30th April, 1852, on above securities 248 2 

By half yearly, &c. premiums credited and secured on policies 4,446 16 11 

By leasehold property, Company's offices 782 19 4 

By office furniture 142 1 6 

By present value of income of £8,801. 14s. Bd. from life pre- 
miums 104,215 10 10 

By present value of income of £310. 14s. 2d. from life premiums, 

for a limited period 2,514 13 2 

£132,948 13 8 
Statistics of the Assured. 

Whole sum assured, £326,575. 19s. lOd. 

Number of policies in force, 768. Number of lives assured, 679. 

Income from premium, £9,112. 8s. lOd. — Average risk, nearly £481. — One deferred 
annuity, £100.— One life annuity, £62. 

Amount of Risks.— 10 under £100; 85 of £100; 223 over £100 and under £500; 
238 over £500 and under £1000; 94 of £1000; 29 over £1000. 



Professions and 

Architects and civil engineers 8 

Bank agents 8 

Barristers, attorneys, and advocates . . 58 

Clerks in banks, &c 78 

Clerks in Government employ 13 

Clerks in public offices 24 

Clergymen of various denominations . . 28 

Editors 3 

Farmers 22 

Forwarders 3 

Horticulturists 1 

Judges, superior and county courts . . 6 

Land and general agents 12 

Mechanics and tradesmen 118 

Merchants and store keepers 145 

Master mariners 4 



Occupations. 

Military men 10 

Married females 27 

Presidents public companies 2 

Physicians and surgeons. 19 

Postmasters 5 

Secretaries public companies 7 

Sheriffs 3 

Students 9 

Schoolmasters 9 

Other occupations 10 

Widows 12 

Gentlemen 19 

Labourers and servants 6 

Spinsters 2 

Ship owners and builders .._..-..... 8 



679 



England 201 

Canada 171 

Scotland 148 

Ireland 86 

U. S. of America 48 

West Indies 6 

Guernsey and Jersey 3 

France _ 3 

Wales 3 



Places of Birth. 



Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 2 

East Indies 2 

Portugal 1 

Duchy of Holstein 1 

Denmark 1 

Cephalonia 1 

Gibraltar 2 



679 



Ages of Assured. 



Of 20 and under. 13 

From 21 to 25 49 

From 26 to 30 116 

From 31 to 35 148 

From 36 to 40 ; 138 



From 41 to 45 107 

From 46 to 50 52 

Of 51 and upwards. 56 

679 
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Name of 
Company. 


Number of Members. 


Total of 
Annuity Capital. 


Full Term. 


Shorter Periods. 


Together. 


Dresden .... 
Hanover .... 


31,692 
3,339 
2,112 


150,107 
4,809 

4,455 


181,799 
8,148 
6,567 


£. 
859,145 

62,113 

49,002 



The other Companies in Darmstadt, Carlsruhe, Vienna, and Munich have not yet sent 
in their accounts. 



D. Hail Assurance Companies. 





a. 


Companies in which the Premium is paid beforehand 






Name of 
Company. 


Sums 

assured. 


Premiums 
received. 


Total 

Receipts. 


Losses and 
Contribu- 
tions. 


Total 
Expendi- 
ture. 


Proportion 
of Loss 
paid. 


Reserve 
Fund. 






2,709,714 
1,910,408 
1,695,181 


Unknown 
12,561 
18,311 


Unknown 
15,931 
19,963 


10,273 
14,981 
16,127 


Unknown 
19,931 
19,963 


Full 
Do. 
Do. 


4. 
None 
4,185 
432 


Proprietary 
Mutual 
Do. 


Weimar .... 
Berlin and ) 


174,357 
228,950 


1,421 
1,617 


1,629 
2,050 


651 

1,702 


1,154 

1,702 


Do. 
Do. 


677 
348 


( Do. (with 
\ Capital) 

Do. 


Trieste 

Clausenburg 
Bautzen .... 


133,969 
33,413 
72,880 


1,709 
720 

577 


Unknown 
720 
•1,801 


1,880 

510 

1,799 


Unknown 
510 

1,799 


27-65 per ct. 
Full 
Do. 


None 
68 
21 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 



• Including additional premiums paid up, £l,\H. 



6. Agricultural Companies paying up for Losses which occur. 


Name of 
Company. 


Sums assured. 


Losses and 
Contributions. 


Contribution 
per cent. 


Reserve Fund. 


Marienwerder . . 
Brandenburg . . 
Neubrandenburg 


£. 

714,659 

89,864 

65,332 

1,644,430 

117,150 


£. 

5,900 

679 

537 

11,493 

15,150 


•847 
•733 
•822 
•688 
1-233 


£. 
298 
Unknown 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 



M asius — Versicherungs Zeitung. 
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Berlin. — Proposition of Law for the Prussian Chambers, concerning 
the Regulation of Assurance Companies. — The Minister of Trade has 
brought forward the following project of law for discussion. It is here 
produced in the form in which it has been introduced. 

"We Frederick William, by the Grace of God King of Prussia, &c, 
hereby commission our Minister for Trade, Manufactures, and Public Works, 
to lay before the Chambers for constitutional discussion the following pro- 
ject of law for the regulation of Assurance Companies. 

" Given at Berlin this 2nd February, 1853. 

(Signed) " Frederick William. 
(Countersigned) "v.d. Heydt." 

Project. 
" Law concerning the Regulation of Assurance Companies. 

" Sect. I. The directions of § 340, R. 6, of the Penal Law of 14th April, 
1851, applies to the projectors of Assurance Companies of every kind, as 
well as to those who carry on the business of Companies established before 
the 1st July, 1851, but which have not yet received the proper assent. 
The assent of the legal authorities therein required is to be obtained from 
the district authorities where the projectors reside, and can only be granted 
when the authorities are satisfied of the respectability and responsible 
character of the projectors. 

"Sect. II. Foreign projectors of Assurance Companies (§ 1) must, if 
they wish to appoint agents in the country (§ 3), obtain the permission of 
the Ministers, unless they have the special agreement of the State to the 
contrary. (§ 18. Allg. Oew. Ord., 17 Jan., 1845.) 

" Sect. III. Whoever wishes to negotiate assurances (as agent) for an 
Assurance Company (§1 and 2), must obtain the permission of the local 
authorities where he desires to carry on the business. The permission will 
only be granted when the authorities are satisfied of the respectability 
and responsibility of the applicant. 

" Sect. IV. To foreigners who apply for this permission, the regula- 
tion in § 2 also applies. 

" Sect. V. The general legal regulations as to the withdrawal of a per- 
mission, and the proceedings to be taken thereon (Allg. Oew. Ord., § 71 to 
74), apply also to the licenses obtained under § 1 and 3. The permission 
granted to foreigners (§2 and 4) may be revoked at any time, without 
giving the grounds thereof. 

" Sect. VI. The regulations of § 3 and 5 apply also to sub-agents, with 
the consideration that the permission granted expires whenever the party 
whom they represent (the agent) loses the permission. A similar rule ap- 
plies to all agents and sub-agents of the Companies from which the permis- 
sion is withdrawn under § 1, 2, and 5. 

"Agents and sub-agents, before obtaining a license, must show that the 
parties whom they represent are duly authorized. 

" Sect. VII. Whosoever undertakes or negotiates assurance business by 
way of business or for profit, for projectors of Assurance Companies not 
properly authorized, or for projectors properly authorized, but not having 
permission for himself or through another, or who tenders his services for 
undertaking such business, or gives information about it, is liable to a fine 
of 200 thalers (£29) or to imprisonment for three months. 
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" Sect. VIII. Whoever has obtained a license as agent or snb-agent 
of an Assurance Company previous to the passing of this law, under § 49 
of the General Trade Ordinances, must obtain a new license, so far as the 
projectors of the Company are required, to be authorized under the regula- 
tions of § 1 and 2. 

" Sect. IX. The Assurance Companies established, or to be established, 
as Proprietary Companies in the country, are subject to the foregoing regu- 
lations (§ 1 to 8), with the proviso that, as concerns the granting and with- 
drawal of the license mentioned in § 1, it depends upon the regulations 
already existing in the law of 9 Nov., 1843. (Gesetz Sammlung, 1843, 
s. 341.) 

" Sect. X. With respect to the fire insurances of moveable property, 
it depends on the regulations of the law of 8th May, 1837. (Gesetz Samm- 
lung, 1837, s. 102.) 

" Attested by the Minister of Trade, Manufactures, and Public Works. 

(Signed) "v. d. Heydt." 

Trieste. — Report of the Imp. Reg. priv. Riunione Adriatica di Sicurtd 
in Trieste, for the gear ending ZQth June, 1852. — It is stated that the 
report for this the fourteenth year of the Company's operations has been 
delayed by circumstances beyond control, but the directors are happy 
to state that the results are not less favourable than in preceding years. 
The sums assured amount to £35,000,000, and the corresponding pre- 
miums to £170,000, being about 20 per cent, more than during the 
preceding year. The losses had been £89,000, but, in consequence of the 
amount received from reinsurances, were reduced to £70,000 paid by the 
Company. The business of the Company has resulted in a realized profit 
of £9,000 independent of the interest on the reserved fund, which, according 
to the statutes of the Company, is now divisible amongst the shareholders. 
This profit is the more satisfactory, as it is ascertained after making a further 
addition to the reserve fund, which now amounts to £130,989, and after 
increasing the reserve of profits to £24,187 ; making together £155,176. 

The circular convening the meeting had announced the intention of the 
directors to propose the formation of two new branches of business. The 
idea of undertaking the assurance of human life had been a long time 
under consideration ; but they had been unwilling to enter upon it until 
they had collected all the data and information necessary to carry on this 
scientific branch of the business with security to the Company, and with 
advantage to those who entrusted the interests of themselves and their 
families to their hands. These preliminary investigations are almost com- 
plete, and in a short time they will be prepared to commence the plan, if 
the shareholders sanction the proposition. The assurance of human life has 
hitherto received but little attention in the Austrian empire ; but the 
benefits which it offers are likely to lead to the same development of the 
business which has elsewhere encouraged the various Companies which 
have tried it. It would seem to be against the laws of nature that an 
institution should remain unknown and unvalued, which is calculated more 
than any other to secure the welfare of families, to provide comfort in old 
age, to promote education, to increase the returns of alienable capital, and 
facilitate a variety of contracts which would otherwise be impossible. 
Without alluding to England, where such transactions are on a truly colossal 
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scale, we see the system flourishing in many other countries of Europe and 
America ; and this in time will surely be the case in our own, because the 
advantages attendant thereon are clear and demonstrable, and the contracts 
equitable, clear, and adapted to all the wants of society and commerce. 
The Rinnione may therefore undertake the assurance of sums payable in 
case of death, as well as sums or annuities payable in or during life, and 
any other contracts dependent on the chances of human life ; and in certain 
cases agree to allow the assured to participate in the profits of the Company 
at fixed intervals of years. 

The other branch of assurance which it is proposed to introduce is 
assurance against the risks of hail, for which many requests have been made 
from the various agents, as greatly needed by their clients and likely to 
lead to an extension of the fire business. After much consideration, the 
directors are convinced that this branch of assurance may not only be less 
hazardous than at first sight it appears, but, if undertaken with caution and 
restricted to certain places, may produce the same profitable results which 
some other Companies have experienced. With the increase of the business 
in different places not only will experience and new information be acquired, 
but the means of avoiding the too large accumulation of risks in one parti- 
cular district — one of the greatest dangers to which this class of assurances 
is exposed. 

For these propositions* the sanction of a general meeting is required by 
the statutes, in which authority is given to the Company to carry on any 
branch of assurance not prohibited by the laws. 

Balance Sheet for the Year ending ZOth June, 1852. 

Premiums brought forward from the last balance for assurances £ 

in force 105,585 

Reserve for losses not settled 2,400 

Premiums received on the total amount assured against fire and 

other elements, £34,859,514 169,596 

Profit on the funds 3,397 

280,978 
Premiums on assurances still in force, clear of charges, reassur- 
ances, and other payments 130,989 

Remaining 149,989 

From this deduct further — 

Total amount of 2,497 losses which have fallen on the £ 

Company (less salvage) ...... 88,890 

Less proportion borne by reassurances . . . 19,202 

69,688 
Estimated amount of losses in the year, not yet settled 6,100 

Reassurance premiums on £5,910,351 . . . 25,018 

Discount, bonuses, and brokerage, and returns on 

£1,176,856 9,245 

Commission to agents on premiums received by them . 1 7,088 
Salaries, rent, postage, printing, travelling expenses . 8,227 
Interest belonging to shares, with 30 per cent deposit . 64 

Interest to shareholders on the reserved fund . . 841 

136,271 

Gross surplus 13,718 

* We understand that both these propositions were carried unanimously.— En. A. M. 
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£ 
Gross surplus brought forward . . . 13,718 
From which deduct — 

20 per cent, carried to reserve fund .... 2,744 

Remuneration to directors 1,920 

4,664 

Leaving a net profit of ... 9,054 

Which, apportioned amongst 1,979 shares participating, affords a dividend of 
£i. lis. 6d. per share. 

£ 
Reserve fund, by last account . . . 21,342 
Profit on shares forfeited or reduced . . 101 

Reserve from present profits . . . 2,744 

Total reserve fund, 30th June, 1852 . . 24,187 

The following reports from Switzerland we owe to the courtesy and 
attention of M. Kcenig,* of Berne : — 

Switzerland. — Berne. — Caisse Nationals Suisse de Privoyance.— 
Report for the year 1851, at the 10th ordinary general meeting, 31st May, 
1852. 

Total amount of subscriptions £480,000 

Guarantee fund 6,000 

Reserve fund 2,400 

M. Belrichard, President of the Cour d'Appel du Canton de Berne, 
opened the sitting as President of the Board, and gave a sketch of the pro- 
gress of the Society during the year 1851, in which their operations had 
been extended to Baden, Wurtemburg, and Bavaria, as well as to the whole 
of Switzerland. He mentioned, that since the establishment of the Society 
no loss whatever had occurred in laying out the capital, and that notwith- 
standing the amount to be invested has rapidly increased every year, and 
especially in the early months, the directors have, by their care in watching 
for opportunities, prevented the loss of interest which might arise from 
delay in investment. Various reports were then read from members 
appointed to examine the accounts and securities of the Society, and the 
general report was then read. After alluding to the small resources with 
which the Society commenced, and the competition with which it had to 
contend from foreign Societies, it was shown how complete success had 
attended the energy, perseverance, and prudence with which their affairs 
had been conducted. The classes of annuities, the capital of which is to 
be divided in 1854, consist of many thousands of members; and from that: 
time the numbers continually increase to 1862, when the Society will ter- 
minate, none being allowed to last more than 20 years. The balances 
show that the subscriptions, on 31st December, 1850, were £273,006, and 
that in 1851 they were less by £19,652. This reduction arises princi- 
pally from the monetary changes effected at different times, and on such 
conditions in the Eastern Cantons that the directors were obliged to sus- 
pend operations by travelling agents, on account of the losses that would 
have accrued from the receipt of German money, and the relative values of 
the investment of it at Berne; but at the same time they anticipate much 

* Since receiving these reports, we regret to have to announce the death of this gen- 
tleman, one of the distinguished foreign correspondents of the Institute of Actuaries, and 
who had promised us much information on the progress of assurance in Switzerland. 
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benefit from the changes, and that this monetary reform will facilitate the 

commercial relations between the different Cantons. 

Very satisfactory results have followed the employment of travelling 

agents. Thus it is stated that five travelling agents have received £37,639 

Subscriptions paid direct to the Society 1,370 

Twenty-eight stationary agents in different places 4,359 

Total £43,368 

and the directors accordingly propose to extend the system by appointing 
an additional number of this class of agents. 

The Balance on 31st December, 1851, shows due — 
Dr. £. 

1. To subscribing members 79,019 

2. To holders of life annuities 2,209 

3. To shareholders for their guarantee fund £i,000 

Ditto ditto reserve fund 1,008 

Profit and loss account 995 

6,003 

4. To different creditors 5,571 

£92,802 
CV. 

By 199 mortgage securities £73,376 

By 262 State Bonds of Canton of Berne 5,240 

By drafts and bills 4,689 

By Cantonal Bank of Berne 628 

By cash 604 

By interest account 2,514 

By various debtors 5,751 

£92,802 

The general statement of the subscriptions in each month amounts to 
£240,429, and the total credited thereto being of the same amount, the 
operations for the year have increased to upwards of £480,000, whilst in 
1850 they were only £400,000. 

At a special general meeting of the shareholders, held 31st May, 1852, 
M. Cunier, the manager, laid before the meeting the plan of some new 
branches of assurance which it was proposed to establish, and it was 
agreed to consider the formation of a totally new Society, without any 
guarantee or responsibility from the old, but to work with the same inte- 
rest, if it could be done without injury to the existing Society. This project 
was referred to the council and committee of management, to report to the 
shareholders at a special meeting. 



MISCELLANEA. 



A short Account of the Early Bills of Mortality in Dublin. By W. R. 
Wilms, Esq., Assistant Census Commissioner. [Bead before the Statistical 
Section of 'the British Association at Belfast, 7th September, 1852.] — We learn 
from the writings of Graunt and Short that bills of mortality were first kept in 
London at the time of the first plague in 1592-3 and 4, and after some inter- 
ruptions were resumed under the name of " The Continued Weekly Bills of 
Mortality," at the time of the great plague in 1603. By means of the present 
admirable registration of births, marriages, and deaths in England, these docu- 



